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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

18 FEB 1993

Honorable Joe B~rton

Member, House of Representatives
3509 Hulen, Suite 103
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

Dear Congressman Barton:

rrv " ,,"T' :~ILE COpy ORIGINAL

IN REPLY REFER TO:
7330-7/l700AJ

RECEIVED

APR 12 1993

F!OElW.~TICJ4ScaIISSkW
a:FK:E<JTHE SECRETARV

This is in reply to your letter of February 1, 1993, in whi~h you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Rickey Allinen, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR. 54034 (1992). This.1fotice"
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private ';.
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, Which. are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide'variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channel·s, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of th.
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must.be.taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase inc~annel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Allinen is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (RIc) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
o.l!r proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on Ric operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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Honorable Joe Barton 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent's concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due JUly 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.
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February I, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed is information from Rickey Allinen concerning the Federal
Communications Commission.

I would appreciate any assistance you could prOVide in regard to this
matter.

Please direct any correspondence concerning this inquiry to my Fort
Worth District Office, 3509 Hulen, Suite 103, Fort Worth, Texas 76107 •

.~~
Joe Barton
Member of Congress
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BRYAN/COllEGE STATION OFFICE:

809 E. UNIVERSITY, SUITE 222
COUEGE ST~T10N, TX 77840-2116

.(409) 846-1985

CONROE OFFICE:

300 WEST O~VIS, SUITE 507
CONROE, TX 77301-2803

(409) 760-2291

ENNIS OFFICE:

303 WEST KNOX, SUITE 101
ENNIS. TX 75119-3942

(2141875-8488

FORT WORTH OFFICE:

. 3509 HULEN. SUITE 103
FORT WORTH, TX 76107-6811

(8171737-7737

PRtNTEO ON RECYCLEO PAPER



- The 1I00101'ahlc Joe Bal'toll
303 West KIIOX, Suite 101
Enllis, Tex:ls 75119

214-875-8488

Represcntative Joe Barton

I h~rchy authorize Congressman Joe Barton to request on my behalf, pertinent to the Freedom
of Information and Privacy Act, access to information concerning me in the files of:

) (department or agency)

Congressman Joe Barton is also authorized to see any materials that may be disclosed to that
request to speak in my behalf.

/ c...f"'E; /).Lt...iAI e: IV

ADDRESS: ~. BJ(~ ,..,.J

TELEPHONE: (home) (work) ZI{ - 9'~- ZbJ"~-
(If no telephone, give number where you can be reached.)

LIST ANY OR ALL IDENTIFYING NUMBERS WHICH MIGHT APPLY TO YOUR
SITUATION.

Social Security: /S-b -<] Y.... O?5 7 VA: _

Immigration "A" Number: & Date Filed:--------- ---------
Case Number: Others:------------- ------------

. BRIEFLY, STATE THE OUTCOME YOU ARE SEEKING:
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,EASE BE SURE TO SIGN YOUR NAME"'u

-lise reverse side if more space is nceded for your problem-


